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Data suppression standard 

Example 8: Dynamic data reporting (simplified 

suppression) 

The department uses a range of data visualisation and reporting tools such as Power BI 

dashboards. These tools are dynamic, and there are many combinations of filters that can be 

applied to a single table. Data is often updated regularly through automated systems. As 

such, suppression rules need to be coded into the dashboard, rather than manually applied. 

Unfortunately, these tools do not currently have the capacity to implement complex 

suppression rules.   

Until there is a fix for this system limitation, a simplified suppression rule can be applied for 

dynamic dashboards.  

Simplified suppression: 

•  involves solely suppressing cells less than 10 (no subsequent suppression or 

aggregation); 

•  should not be used with sensitive data (e.g., PII); and 

• includes suppressing any percentage associated with a suppressed numerical cell.  

The simplified version of suppression is not sufficient to fully de-identify data and should only 

be used as a last resort where using the full suppression standard is not possible.  

 

https://metadata.nsw.gov.au/item/17317/
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Base data  

Table: Count of children aged 0-17 years in out-of-home care for a specific year (Example 3) 

Age group of children Count Percentage 

<1 year old 8 6.1% 

1-4 yrs old 26 19.8% 

5-9 yrs old 40 30.5% 

10-14 yrs old 43 32.8% 

15-17 yrs old 14 10.7% 

Total 131 100.0% 

 

Table: Year 10 student demographic breakdown by gender, remoteness, and Indigenous 

status. (Example 4) 

Scholastic 
Year Gender Remoteness Indigenous 

Indicator Count 

Year 10 Male Major Cities Yes 11 

Year 10 Male Inner Regional Yes 8 

Year 10 Male Major Cities No 50 

Year 10 Male Inner Regional No 60 

Year 10 Male Outer Regional Yes 9 

Year 10 Male Remote Yes 2 

Year 10 Male Outer Regional No 20 

Year 10 Male Remote No 25 

Year 10 Female Major Cities Yes 12 

Year 10 Female Inner Regional Yes 3 

Year 10 Female Major Cities No 53 

Year 10 Female Inner Regional No 43 

Year 10 Female Outer Regional Yes 5 

Year 10 Female Remote Yes 6 

Year 10 Female Outer Regional No 32 

Year 10 Female Remote No 12 
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Simplified suppression  

Table: Count of children aged 0-17 years in out-of-home care for a specific year 

Age group of children Count Percentage 

<1 year old <10 np 

1-4 yrs old 26 19.8% 

5-9 yrs old 40 30.5% 

10-14 yrs old 43 32.8% 

15-17 yrs old 14 10.7% 

Total 131 100.0% 

The cell with a count of less than 10 is suppressed, along with the associated percentage 

(compare to full suppression in Example 3).  

Table: Year 10 student demographic breakdown by gender, remoteness, and Indigenous 
status. (Example 4) 

Scholastic 
Year Gender Remoteness Indigenous 

Indicator Count 

Year 10 Male Major Cities Yes 11 

Year 10 Male Inner Regional Yes <10 

Year 10 Male Major Cities No 50 

Year 10 Male Inner Regional No 60 

Year 10 Male Outer Regional Yes <10 

Year 10 Male Remote Yes <10 

Year 10 Male Outer Regional No 20 

Year 10 Male Remote No 25 

Year 10 Female Major Cities Yes 12 

Year 10 Female Inner Regional Yes <10 

Year 10 Female Major Cities No 53 

Year 10 Female Inner Regional No 43 

Year 10 Female Outer Regional Yes <10 

Year 10 Female Remote Yes <10 

Year 10 Female Outer Regional No 32 

Year 10 Female Remote No 12 

 

Cells with a count of less than 10 are suppressed (compare to full suppression in Example 4).  
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